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36TH CoNGREss,
1st Session.

l HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. SMrs. Doc.
5
l No. 33.

PONCA INDIANS AND OTHER BANDS OF INDIANS-APPROPRIATIONS FOR.

LETTER
..
OF

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,
IN ANSWER 'l'O

The,inquiry of the chafrman o/ the Committee of Ways and J,Ieans as
to whethe1· the appropriations for the Ponca and other Indians might
not be deferred until the next session of Congress.

MARCH

13, 1860.-Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed.

DEP ART.MENT OF THE INTERIOR,

March 9, 1860.
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
t he 5th instant, enclosing a copy of House bill No. 216, making appropriations for fulfilling treaty stipulations with the Ponca Indians
a nd with certain bands of Indians in the State of Oregon and Territory of Washington for the year ending June 30, 1860, and inquiring
whether, in view of the amount therein appropriated, the appropriations for said Indians for the year 1861) amounting to $209,100, could
not be deferred until the next session of Congress without injury to
the interests of the service, and to enclose a copy of the report of the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, to whom the subject was referred.
In accordance with the promise made to you verbally, I have carefully reviewed the whole subject, and with every disposition to adopt
your su~gestions ; but I am satisfied that it is indispensable that these
appropriations should be made at the present session of Congress.
The reason s for this opinion will be found in the Commissioner's report, in which I entirely concur.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. THOMPSO:K
Secretary.
Hon. JonN S HER.MAN,
Chairman of Committee of Ways and Means,
House ef Representatives.
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PONCA INDIANS.

DEP.ARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ,

Office Indian .Affairs, March 8, 1860.

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by refe rence from
your department, of the letter of the Hon. John Sherman, chairman
of the Committee of Ways and Means, enclosing a copy of t he bill
making appropriations for fulfilling treaty stipulation s with the Ponca.
Indians, and with certain bands of Indians in the State of Oregon and
Terriory of Washington for the year ending June 30, 1860, and ask~ng
whether the appropriations for said Indians for the year 1861, and bemg
generally for the second in stalments due under treaty sti pulations,
amounting to $209,100, may not be deferred until t h e second session
of the present Congress ; and in reply thereto, I have to state that,
although di~posed to act in accordance with the suggeRtion of the
honorable chairman, to avoid as much as possible makin g unnecessary
drafts on the treasury at this juncture, I am constrained to express
the_ opinion that the appropriations in question, based as t hey are o!1
eRtimates reduced to the lowest available st a ndard, should pass at this
session, being essentially necessary for t he f~ithful performance of
engagements with theise Indians, the defer ring of which might seriously prejudice the Indian service.
In view of the lon O' d elay i n makin(J' provisions for carryin~ into effect these treaties, ~11 of which, with the exception of that with the
Poncas, having been concluded in 1855 ; the remote ness of the tribes
fro~ the ~eat of g overnment, ren derin g the maki ng of remittances_and
their recei pt tardy, and usually of comparative great length of time,
m ak es it incu mbent u po n the department , in my opinion , to press the
p assage of t he a ppropriation in q uestion, in order to be enabled to
p ush for ward with all p racticable despatch the accomplishment of all
t he beneficial obj ects guaranteed to t he Indians , and which have been
so l ong withheld from them . In the case of t he Poncas, their wants
have been foun d so press in 0 and urO'ent since the conclusion of the
treaty _with them that the departme~t has been obliged to resort to
ot her funds to keep them from a starving condition.
I have, therefore, for the reasons stated to recommend that the appropriations for the second instalments under the several treaties referred to may be pa sed, and placed subject to your control, for the due
p_erformance ?f enga,gemeuts already too long deferred, in consideration of the plighted faith of the government to the e tribes.
.
The letter of the honorable chairman with enclosure, is herewith
returned.
'
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. B. GREENWOOD.
Commissioner.
Hon· J. Tno IPSON
' Interior.
> ecretary of the
(1'

(

